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Abstract 

Hosting a party requires thoughtful planning and preparation to ensure a memorable 

experience for guests. This guide outlines key steps to transform your home into the perfect 

party venue, focusing on cleaning, decorating, and creating an inviting ambiance. It 

highlights the importance of decluttering and deep cleaning to make your space welcoming, 

followed by strategic arrangements of furniture to optimize flow and comfort. The article 

emphasizes selecting a theme, organizing décor, and lighting to enhance the atmosphere. 

Practical tips on preparing food and beverages, setting up a sound system, and creating a 

dedicated space for coats or gifts are also covered. By following these steps, hosts can 

minimize stress and maximize enjoyment for both themselves and their guests. 

 

1. Introduction 

Throwing a party is an exciting opportunity to bring people together and create lasting 

memories. Whether it’s a casual get-together, a themed celebration, or a formal gathering, 

preparing your home plays a crucial role in setting the tone for the event. A well-organized 

and welcoming space not only impresses your guests but also ensures that the party runs 

smoothly. From cleaning and decorating to planning the layout and final touches, getting 

your home ready can seem overwhelming. However, with a clear plan and a few smart 

strategies, you can create the perfect environment for your celebration. This guide will walk 



you through the essential steps to prepare your home and host a party that everyone will 

remember. 

 

2.   Cleaning Tips for a Party-Ready House 

 

The tips and ideas in our seven-day plan will help you deep clean your home ahead of a party 

with low-stress, easy-to-achieve tasks. 

When you're making your party to-do list, add "Clean the house" near the top, but don't 

think of it as a chore. Organize the tasks into easily achievable components. With a little 

planning, cleaning the house for a party is so simple, you'll be tempted to use these hints for 

your regular cleaning routine. 

Divide the work into tasks that can be completed in small chunks of time throughout the 

week preceding the party to reduce the stress of party preparations. Give each day a 

cleaning theme, and finish that day's tasks in an hour or less. You can slip in many of the 

tasks among other daily activities. Start here: 

Day 1: Strategize 

Day 2: Brighten the Windows and Entry 

Day 3: Clean the Bathrooms 

Day 4: Clear Guest Areas 



Day 5: Attack the Kitchen 

Day 6: Polish the Party Spaces 

Day 7: Do Touch-Ups 

Preparation is the key to no-stress party planning. Get our 7-Day "One Day at a Time" 

Housecleaning Plan, available below, to make sure you'll enjoy your party instead fret over 

smudges and clutter as your party guests arrive. We walk through each day on the following 

pages. 

Day 1: Strategize 

On the first day of party cleaning, the task is evaluation: See what needs to be done, and 

devise a strategy to accomplish the chores in an efficient way. 

Check out these three easy tricks for recognizing important cleaning tasks and developing an 

achievable strategy for accomplishing them. By planning first, you'll save time cleaning and 

be able to see your progress throughout the week. 

Pretend you're a guest. Amid the routine of daily life we often overlook clutter and dusty 

corners. Walk through your home in Sydney with a visitor's eye, and use these tricks to get a 

new perspective on your home. First, identify imperfections. 

Stand at the curb and look to your front door. Make a note of debris on the sidewalk, dust 

on the steps, bushes intruding onto the walkway, and anything else that impedes a guest's 

entry. 

Stand at the front door. Jot down anything that needs to be cleaned up: cobwebs in the 

corners, smudged glass in the door, dirt on the floor, or other clutter. 

Move to the foyer or entryway. List anything that guests might notice as an inconvenience, 

such as obstacles in the walkway or an overstuffed coat closet. 

Continue to the living area. Write down anything that distracts: Fingerprints on glass, dead 

plant leaves, dust on bookshelves, clutter on tables, and mussed furniture. While you're in 

the main party spaces, list anything you'd like to put away for safekeeping, such as fragile 

glassware. 

Eye the kitchen. Make a list of areas that need special attention, such as the top of the 

refrigerator and the pantry floor. Because you're making a list of all the tasks you want to 

complete before the party, go ahead and add cleaning out the refrigerator and clearing 

countertops. 



Check out the bathrooms. Note any countertop, bathtub, or shower clutter. Give your 

medicine cabinets and linen closets a critical review. 

Scan the bedrooms and other private spaces. You might not intend for guests to wander into 

your bedroom or office, but sometimes they will. Record any elements you want to 

straighten, refresh, or put away. 

Consolidate your list. After you've finished your walk-through, it's time to organize the list 

into achievable tasks. 

Combine like tasks so you only have to pull out equipment, such as the vacuum cleaner, 

once or twice during your cleanup effort. 

Organize some chores by room so you can complete a space, see your progress, and move 

on to the next item on your list. 

Consider ways to maximize your efficiency. For example, plan to wash throw rugs early in 

the cleaning process. By the time you're done with your floors, the clean rugs will be ready, 

too. 

Assign tasks. Gather family members to help clean for the party. When you split the chore 

list among the family and by day, the tasks will be finished more quickly than you expect. 

Editor's Tip: Make cleaning for the party into a game so kids will be more willing to 

participate. Have a dance contest while you dust. Race to put away toys, clutter, or laundry. 

Day 2: Brighten the Windows and Entry 

 



On the second day of your party-cleaning effort, it's time to get down to the dirty work. If 

you follow these hints, you'll spend only an hour or so on each day's cleaning tasks. 

Stick to your list. Avoid distractions, such as a messy drawer or a stack of photos you intend 

to add to a scrapbook. Those extra tasks drag out the time it takes to finish your list and 

undermine your cleaning efforts. Be sure to include cleaning time in your daily schedule. 

Start by giving your whole house a brighter outlook. 

Wash the windows in your party spaces. It's amazing how much prettier clean glass is. Even 

if your party is at night, the glass will glow and shimmer in candlelight or party lighting. 

Vacuum the window screens. Get rid of dust and cobwebs that give windows a dingy feel. 

Clean the glass in your front door. 

Sweep your front porch, steps, and walkway. Brush away cobwebs, and clear away any 

obstacles. Give your entry a fresh, welcoming appearance. 

Damp-mop the baseboards to add a little shine near the floor. 

Toss window and shower curtains in the laundry. Take a little time to press them, too. The 

fresh, clean smell will begin to permeate your house, and the crisp, pressed look highlights 

the newly cleaned windows. 

Day 3: Clean the Bathrooms 

Impress your guests with a sparkling-clean bathroom or powder room. Take care of the 

messy work early, and the bath will only need a quick refresh on the day of the party. 

Scrub the toilets. 

Clear the counters of clutter. If you don't have enough storage space to put everything away, 

tuck the toiletries into a small basket. Leave the basket on the counter for everyday use until 

party day. On the day of the party, hide the basket in a closet, under a bed, or in some other 

discreet spot. 

Clear the tub or shower, and scrub it until it shines. Either neatly arrange bath essentials in 

an organizer, or nestle them in a container to be hidden away just before party time. 

Organize the contents and clean the surfaces of your medicine cabinets. People are nosy by 

nature. They will peek. Tuck away anything you want to keep private. 

Straighten the bedrooms. Store any clutter out of sight. 

Day 4: Clear Guest Areas 



In the middle of the cleaning effort, it's time to make sure guests have plenty of room to 

mingle during the party. 

Review your list of fragile or irreplaceable items. Put them in safe places on high shelves or 

tuck them away from errant elbows and messy spills. 

Clear the clutter from your living areas. Use an empty laundry basket to gather odds and 

ends, stray clothing or shoes, papers, books, magazines, toys, and other items that have 

been left on tables or the floor. If you have time, put everything in its proper place now. If 

you don't, tuck the laundry basket into an out-of-the-way spot such as a laundry room, 

closet, garage, or basement storage area. 

Straighten the entryway and coat closet. Make room for guests' outerwear. Consider moving 

your family's outerwear to another closet or other temporary storage until after the party. 

Add extra hangers for guests, if necessary. Clear away backpacks, briefcases, shoes, scarves, 

gloves, sports equipment, and other items that are typically left in the entryway (a laundry 

basket makes a convenient temporary container). 

Scan your living spaces for unnecessary everyday items. Even things you use regularly might 

be in the way during a party. Clear your walkways and tabletops to make plenty of room for 

guests to rest plates or glasses. 

Wash your throw rugs and set them aside until the day of the party. 

Editor's Tip: Draft laundry baskets as organizing tools. Label a basket for each member of 

your family. As you're clearing clutter from your living spaces, drop the items into the 

owner's basket. Ask each family member to put away the items in his or her basket. 

Day 5: Clean the Kitchen 

 



You'll need your kitchen in tip-top shape for party prep. Scrub now so everything is ready 

when it's time to prepare and serve the party food. 

If you've been able to keep your kitchen relatively clean, this deep-cleaning will be a breeze. 

Pay attention to areas you typically save for spring cleaning, and then check the kitchen off 

your list. 

If your daily obligations have caused some kitchen cleanup tasks to build up, now is the time 

to attack them with vigor. Use the party deadline to make progress. 

Clean out the refrigerator. Discard any expired food and leftovers that have outlived their 

edibility. Make room in the refrigerator for party food. Move large containers and 

infrequently used items to the back. Make room in the freezer for ice for the party. 

Wipe down the refrigerator, including the top, and all large and small appliances. If they're 

not needed, tuck small appliances away to give you more working room on your 

countertops. 

Clean the range or cooktop, including all the surfaces and grates. 

Use an appropriate household cleaner to wash off cabinet doors, frames, drawers, and 

handles. 

Clean the floor. 

Empty recycling containers into outdoor bins or take material to be recycled to the recycling 

facilities. 

Day 6: Polish the Party Spaces 

As the day of the party approaches, turn your attention to polishing the spaces where guests 

will spend the most time during the party. 

Don't fret over the spaces. Follow your list and imagine the area filled with mingling guests. 

Take this opportunity to make sure the party area reflects the atmosphere you want to 

present to guests. 

Every party space will have unique cleaning requirements. Start with these basics. 

Dust all surfaces, including bookshelves, framed photos and art, knickknacks, displayed 

china, and other decorative pieces. 

Dust the ceiling fans. Guests will notice the brighter look, and it might even make the air 

seem a bit fresher. 



Sweep the entryway. Add decorative touches to your front door as desired. 

Clean the kitchen sinks. Giving them a good scrub now will make quick work of refreshing 

them just before the party. Wash the dish drainer, too. 

Handle any specialty cleaning you noted in your original list. If something bothered you 

when you did your original walk-through, take care of it before the day of the party. 

Party time is drawing near. The tips on the next page will help you breeze through last-

minute cleaning. 

Day 7: Touch Up for the Party 

A few things always have to be finished just before guests arrive. Use this smart strategy and 

a cleaning checklist to have your home shipshape in plenty of time for the party. 

All of these tasks are intended to simply refresh the hard work you've already completed. To 

make the touch-ups go even faster, ask your family to help with these easy jobs. 

Don't linger on these cleaning tasks. You've done the hard work ahead of time. Now the 

spaces just need a final polish. 

Use household cleaner and paper towels to give bathroom surfaces a quick shine. Pay 

attention to water spots and residue on the faucet and liquid soap dispenser. Hide toiletries 

and countertop clutter in an out-of-the-way spot. 

Clean bathroom mirrors. A sparkling mirror reflects the light and makes everything brighter. 

Use a damp towel to clean the bathroom floor. 

Apply toilet bowl cleaner, and give the toilets a quick brushing. 

Hang fresh hand towels in the bathrooms. Put out fresh hand soap or fill the liquid soap 

dispensers. 

Vacuum the carpets and use a dust mop on hard-surface floors in your living spaces. 

Fluff sofa cushions and pillows. Straighten stacks of magazines or books. Fold or arrange 

throws. Make sure tabletops are clear of clutter and dust-free. 

Damp-mop the kitchen floor. 

Polish kitchen counters, faucets, and sinks with household cleaner and paper towels. 



Empty the trash from the containers throughout the house. Wipe off the outsides of your 

trash receptacles. Insert clean liners. This simple detail makes the kitchen and all your guest 

spaces feel fresher. 

Set up your party area. Arrange fresh flowers. Light candles. Turn on music. Set up your food 

and beverage stations. Finish food preparation. 

Don't let cleaning eat up your party preparation time. It needn't be the thing that fills your 

days. Use these hints and tips for cleaning to develop a plan that leaves you relaxed and 

confident with a home that shines. 

 

2.1.  9 Ways to Make Your House Smell Great! 

 

Living in a home that does not smell fresh can be unpleasant for most people. Bad odours 

can easily ruin an individual’s mood, while pleasant ones can enhance overall well-being. 

Good fragrance has the ability to melt the tension which is what people with hectic lifestyles 

would want. 

In fact, numerous studies have concluded that a pleasant smell can decrease mental stress, 

enhance emotional well-being, and promote relaxation. However, keeping a home in Sydney 

that way will require some effort. 

When it comes to getting rid of bad odours, just masking them won’t be sufficient. Treating 

the root cause of the problem is required. In addition, routine cleaning is necessary to 

reduce unpleasant smells with the help of end of lease cleaning Sydney experts who provide 

house cleaning. There are a few more basic things homeowners can do. Here are 9 ways to 

make your house smell great. They will help people maintain a welcoming home. 



1. Absorb Odours with Coffee 

Dried coffee grounds are one of the best options for absorbing and neutralising odours. Add 

a few teaspoons of it to the bottom of the bin. This will lead to a significant reduction in bad 

odours. It is also recommended to fill a bowl with coffee grounds and place it inside the 

fridge to neutralise any food odours. Every month, replace it to maintain freshness. 

2. Make the Clothes Smell Better 

Improve the effect of your preferred laundry detergent simply by adding a drop of lemon oil. 

Doing so will make the clothes smell better. Additionally, professionals who do the best end 

of lease cleaning Sydney recommend preparing a detergent at home in Sydney. Just mix 

borax, castile soap, and washing soda. This will result in a fresh-smelling closet and a 

pleasant living space. 

3. Utilise Citric Acid 

Even though baking soda and vinegar are very effective cleaners, there are a few better-

smelling alternatives available. Prepare a cleaning solution by adding citric acid to the 

mixture of water and soap. Use it to clean and deodorise the residence. It will be particularly 

effective for treating things like a trash can and toilet bowl. 

4. Deodorise the Trash Can 

Trash cans often leave behind persistent odours that reach every corner of the house. So, it 

is best to deal with the root cause of the problem, i.e., making the can smell good. Just add a 

few drops of your preferred scented essential oil to the bottom of the can and then line it 

with a bag. 

5. Lift Bad Smells from Carpets 

No matter how much individuals try to prevent it, spills on rugs and carpets will be 

inevitable, particularly if they have children and pets. This will leave behind bad odours. To 

lift them, combine a tablespoon of ground cinnamon with baking soda before sprinkling 

them over the carpet. Allow the ingredients to sit there for about an hour, and follow up by 

vacuuming. This method is used by cheap end of lease cleaning Sydney professionals as well. 

6. Simmer a Pot of Boiling Water 

People who want a welcoming fragrance that would float through the entire house can 

simmer a pot of boiling water. Do so with your preferred fragrant ingredients like lemon or 

orange peel, mint leaves, cinnamon sticks, apples, etc. 

7. Light a Scented Candle 



Scented candles are a very popular yet effective way to make an entire residence smell 

good. However, there is more to it than just lighting them. When not in use, it is better to 

place them inside drawers and closets to make the clothes smell better. When in use, it will 

be ideal to trim the wick which will help increase the durability by guaranteeing an even 

burn. This will work wonders in enhancing the smell of living space. Using candles with a mild 

fragrance is recommended. 

8. Purify the Air and Maintain Ventilation 

 

Purifying the air inside the home can help a lot in making it smell better. There are two ways 

to do this. Either invest in a high-quality air purifier or buy some houseplants. Air-purifying 

indoor plants will not only serve as a decorative piece but will also improve indoor air quality 

by filtering out nasty toxins. 

Furthermore, if possible, plant fragrant herbs like mint or rosemary along the window. 

Ensuring proper ventilation is also advisable. Simply keep the windows open and allow 

natural smells to enter your living space. 

9. Eliminate Moisture 

Moisture is considered one of the major sources of bad odours. This is why it is best to use a 

hygrometer to test every room’s humidity level. In case one of them has humidity above 60 

percent, it might be better to use a dehumidifier. According to experts who do professional 

end of lease cleaning Sydney, people who live in a humid climate will be better off avoiding 

wall-to-wall carpets and rugs in areas like kitchen and bathroom. Also, use non-toxic cleaning 

products for house cleaning. 

 



3. DIY Home Decorating Tips 

Decorating like a designer doesn’t have to be hard. There are many tips and tricks you can 

follow to help you transform your home in Sydney. We’ve consulted several designers who 

shared their simple home decor ideas to breathe new life into your space. In this article, 

we’ll provide home decorating tips to freshen up the rooms in your home without breaking 

your budget. 

Home Decorating Tips for the DIYer in You 

1. Set the Tone at the Front Door 

If you want your house to make a great first impression, paint the front door a fun, glossy 

hue. “Red is a lucky color in many cultures,” says Lara Allen-Brett, a New Jersey-based 

stager. A red door meant “welcome” to weary travelers in Sydney, and on churches it 

represents a safe haven. 

Two other hues gaining favor are orange and yellow, according to San Francisco-based 

stager Christopher Breining. Both colors are associated with joy and warmth. 

One thing that should go is an outdated screen door. Get rid of it or replace it with a storm 

door with full-length glass that you can switch out for a screened panel. 

2. Paint Walls in Light and Neutral Colors 

 

Painting a room a different color can create a dramatic change in your space. Stick to colors 

like beige or gray, especially on the first floor, where flow is important. “You want to 



minimize jarring transitions,” says Breining. Neutral walls give you the greatest decorating 

flexibility, allowing you to easily switch up your accessories. 

And if you have two small rooms next to each other, painting them the same neutral color 

helps them feel larger. Look at a paint strip and move up or down a shade or two for a subtle 

variation from room to room, suggests Allen-Brett. 

Changing paint colors is an inexpensive way to update a room. Match your new color to the 

surrounding decor so you don’t feel compelled to purchase new accessories, or consider 

painting an accent wall to create some contrast. 

3. Make Sure Your Sofa “Talks” to Your Chairs 

Your living space is often where people congregate, drawing family and friends together. To 

create a warm and welcoming environment, consider arranging your furniture in a way that 

invites connection. 

“A conversation area that has a U-shape, with a sofa and two chairs facing each other at 

each end of the coffee table, or an H-shape, with a sofa directly across from two chairs and a 

coffee table in the middle, is ideal,” says Michelle Lynne, a Dallas-based stager. 

One common mistake to avoid is pushing all the furniture against the walls. “People do that 

because they think it will make their room look bigger, but in reality, floating the furniture 

away from the walls makes the room feel larger,” she says. 

4. Let the Sun Shine 

“When it comes to heavy, outdated drapes, a naked bank of windows is better than an ugly 

one,” says Lynne. Ideally, window dressings should be functional and elegant—think sheers 

paired with full-length panels. 

If your room gets a lot of sun, opt for light colors that won’t fade. The most recommended 

lightweight fabrics for panels are cotton, linen, and silk blends because they tend to hang 

well. 

For homeowners looking to decorate without breaking the bank, new window treatments 

help dress up a room at a relatively low cost. Opt for curtains, roller shades, or vertical blinds 

to keep costs down. Or, as mentioned above, you can also strip your windows and leave 

them bare for natural light to stream in. 

5. Hang at Least One Mirror in Every Room 

“Mirrors can make a space feel brighter because they bounce the light around the room,” 

says Breining. But placing one in the wrong spot can be almost as bad as not having one at 

all. 



Put mirrors on walls perpendicular to windows, not directly across from them. Hanging a 

mirror directly opposite a window can actually bounce the light right back out the window. 

6. Scale Artwork to Your Wall 

“There are few things more ridiculous-looking than hanging dinky little art too high on the 

wall,” says Breining. The middle of a picture should hang at eye level. If one person is short 

and the other tall, average their heights. 

Take scale into account. For a large wall, go big with one oversize piece or group smaller 

pieces gallery-style. For the latter, don’t space the pictures too far apart—2 to 4 inches 

between items usually looks best. 

7. Layer Your Lighting 

 

Lighting plays an important part in our homes, setting the tone and ambiance. Every room 

should have three kinds of lighting: 

Accent: Accent lighting is more decorative and is used to highlight certain home features, 

such as artwork. 

Ambient: This lighting provides overall illumination and often comes from ceiling fixtures. 

Task: Task lighting is often found over a kitchen island or a reading nook. 

For a living room, you should have at least 3 watts (42 lumens) per square foot. One visual 

trick Breining swears by is using uplights. “Placing a canister uplight or a torchiere in the 

corner will cast a glow on the ceiling, making a room seem bigger,” he says. 

8. Anchor Rugs Under Furniture Feet 



When it comes to area rugs, placement and sizing are key. “In a living room, all four legs of 

the sofa and chairs in a furniture grouping should fit on it—the rug should define the seating 

area,” says Breining. “At the very least, the front two legs of the sofa and chairs should rest 

on it,” he adds. 

Even living rooms with less-than-generous proportions usually require an 8-by-10-foot or a 

9-by-12-foot rug to properly accommodate a seating area. Go too small with the rug size and 

everything looks out of scale. 

 

4. Lighting etiquette: Tips to ensure your home is as welcoming as you 

are 

 

Dinner parties and romantic meals at home are not just about the food - the food actually 

accounts for about a third of the requirements, the other two being guest list and ambiance. 

As with many social occasions, lighting plays a key part in creating an atmosphere for any 

civilised soirée, despite the fact that it is often never given the priority it deserves. Lighting 

can actually have a big impact on your mood, the atmosphere and enjoyment of a party, and 

your wellbeing, so it's essential to pay attention to the light in your home in Sydney. 

William Hanson, etiquette expert and coach, explains some of the key etiquette rules to 

follow, whatever the occasion. 

1) Light should never be too intrusive or harsh for any form of meal, neither should it be too 

dark. Your guests need to be able to see everyone else as well as the food they are eating. 



Think about layering the lights around your dinner table so you can increase the lighting if 

need be in order to create the right light levels. 

2) If you are using candles on the table for a dinner, then lighting is still needed around the 

rest of the room but should be set fairly low to gently highlight the edges of the room. Wall 

lights and table lamps are perfect for this. 

3) For lighting reception rooms at night, avoid harsh overhead lights and opt instead for 

softer table and floor lamps. 

4) Some lights can now be controlled using your smartphone or smartwatch but should you 

need to adjust a setting, do this on your device away from your guests as it will still look as if 

you are ignoring them and on your phone. 

5) In a survey by lighting experts LEDVANCE, provider of OSRAM-branded general lighting 

products, more than 6 per cent of people said they have made room lights brighter to 

encourage guests to leave at the end of a party; yet this should be avoided at all costs. Being 

the perfect host requires you to always be thinking about your guests and their enjoyment - 

even if the party is continuing past your desired hour. 

6) People and spaces look more beautiful in smaller illuminated pools. If you want to draw 

your guests' attention to a particular corner of the room or to a certain person, spend time 

preparing the lighting there. 

7) Think about making sure you provide a good amount of lighting around your entrances 

and exits. Being a good host always means putting yourself in your guests' shoes and pre-

empting anything that could spoil the occasion. If your guests are likely to leave your party a 

bit tired and possibly a little too full of champagne make sure the path to their lift home is 

well lit. 

 

5. Calculate Food for a Party So Guests Don't Go Hungry 

While you crunch the numbers, here's some food for thought on how much food you need 

when you're party planning. 

When you're throwing a party, one of the most important parts is just how much food and 

drink you'll need. You want your guests to have enough to eat so they feel satisfied, but you 

also don't want a ton of leftovers clogging up your fridge and kitchen. 

You definitely want your guests to quench their thirst, but who among us wants to be left 

with bottles and bottles of liquor we'll only be using for the next party? Calculating what 



you'll need ahead of time, instead of playing the "uhhh, let's try this much" game at the 

grocery store, is a great way to ease not only your mind but your wallet, too. 

 

Calculating the Amount of Food Per Person 

There is no magic formula or standard for exactly how much food you'll need for a party. 

Some people will eat more or less than expected, a few guests might not show up, or 

someone might even bring an extra person or two. It's best to overestimate the amount of 

food by just a bit than to run out. 

Basic Guidelines 

Following some general guidelines when planning your meal can help you determine the 

right amount of food. In the grand scheme of things, an adult will eat roughly a pound of 

food at a party, while children (except for male teenagers), will eat roughly half a pound of 

food. 

The more food options you offer, the less each partygoer will eat of each food. If you only 

have hamburgers and chips, you're going to need a lot of both. But if you have burgers, hot 

dogs, chips, macaroni salad, and green salad, you can expect that your guests won't need or 

want as many chips.  

Appetizers - For parties where you're only serving appetizers and finger foods, base your 

estimate on five to eight appetizer bites per person, per hour. If there's a meal included, cut 

back to four or five per person per hour before the meal. Offer more types of appetizers for 

a larger crowd. 



Charcuterie - A meat and cheese spread always looks good at a party. You'll want to offer 

roughly one to two ounces of cheese per person and one to two ounces of meat, with at 

least four to six pieces of crackers or small bread. Don't forget a dollop of jam, honey, and 

mustard for each guest, too. 

Full meals - If you're offering a choice of dishes, try to anticipate which one will be the most 

popular and have extras on hand. Serving sizes will depend on the dishes, so if you go the 

buffet route, make sure you have enough for everyone to sample each dish. Side dishes can 

be tricky, but you can estimate about four ounces of each dish as a serving. 

Prepared salads and beans - For potato, pasta, or other prepared salads, anticipate roughly 

one cup per guest. If you're only serving one prepared salad at a BBQ, you can expect guests 

to grab extra. For bean dishes, guests will eat roughly a half-cup of baked beans or bean 

salad each. 

Green salad - For leafy vegetable salads, plan on about one cup to one and a half cups per 

person, before dressing. For dressing, if the salads are a main, offer three tablespoons per 

person or just two tablespoons per person for a side salad. 

Grains - If you're serving rice or other grains, plan for approximately a quarter to half cup per 

person. If the grain dish is the main dish, expect a three-quarter to full cup each. 

Fruit and veggie trays - For fresh fruit, about half cup per person should do the job. With 

veggies, estimate about six to ten pieces per person. Have plenty of dip available, too. 

Dips and Chips- For every ten guests, plan on approximately one and a half cups of dip, 

roughly an ounce and a quarter per person. Be sure to have roughly a half to full cup of chips 

per guest. 

Breads - Aside from an obvious pairing of one hot dog bun per hot dog and such, you'll want 

to serve roughly one to two pieces of bread per person if it's accompanying a meal. 

Desserts - It's best to offer desserts as single servings so you can easily calculate how many 

you need. Have some extras on hand for big eaters or those with a particularly sweet tooth. 

One 9" layer cake will serve 10 to 12 people; one 9" pie will serve 6 to 8. Or, check out our 

handy cake serving charts. 

Appetizer Amounts for a 3-Hour Party 

A three-hour party is a good place to start when you're planning to host. If you're planning a 

longer party, change the calculations to accommodate the additional time. 

Food for Dinner Parties 



Plan for a main dish, such as chicken, turkey, beef, pork, ham, or casserole, plus salads, sides, 

desserts, and drinks. For protein, expect to serve eight to 10 ounces per person. If the 

casserole is not a main dish, cut the suggested serving size in half. 

Dessert Party Foods 

 

Desserts can be the star of the party, so be sure you have enough so that everyone has the 

chance to end the party on a sweet note! If you want to avoid leftover desserts, you can 

invite your guests to take a bite or two with them when they leave. 

Drinks for a 3-Hour Party 

No party is complete without drinks on hand, both alcoholic and nonalcoholic. Don't leave 

your guests thirsty or let your supplies run dry early. Expect guests to imbibe in two to three 

drinks for every two hours of the party. 

For every two guests, have a bottle of wine ready to go. If you're hosting a four-hour party 

for roughly ten people, you'll want 10 bottles of wine total or two bottles of wine for every 

two of your guests. 

If you're planning a four-hour party with 10 guests, then anticipate needing approximately 

40 drinks. However, this number can and will change based on the occasion and just how 

much people will actually drink. 



To determine how much ice you'll need for the party, you'll want to know how many drinks 

to prepare for. If you're offering wine and beer in addition to cocktails, you can take that into 

consideration and not supply quite as much ice. But, the rule of thumb is a half pound of ice 

per drink, or approximately a cup. 

Depending on the crowd, mocktails might be a big hit, or they'll be more of a secondary or 

tertiary choice. If you're worried about anything going to waste, you can suggest tips to turn 

the mocktail into a cocktail by supplying the appropriate liquor. 

You can estimate approximately one to three mocktails per guest over the course of the 

evening, depending on the age of the guests and how much they'll be drinking. If you're 

exclusively serving mocktails, then three per hour is more appropriate. 

Guests will drink roughly two 12-ounce bottles of beer per hour, although this average will 

often taper off, so approximate with one to one and a half beers per hour per guest. 

You won't have 188 drinks, 45 mocktail servings, 75 bottles of beer, and 11 bottles of wine 

on hand for a 50-person three-hour party. That would be nearly seven drinks per person. 

That is A LOT. Instead, focus on what you do want to serve your guests and scale back where 

you know your guests won't drink.  

How much mixer you have on hand will depend on the cocktails you'll be serving. If you're 

going to offer vodka sodas and gin and tonics, you'll simply calculate the cocktail's spirit and 

mixer you'll need based on the recipes and the number of servings. Start with your recipe, 

multiply the number of servings you'll need, and that's the amount to stock on hand. 

 

6. Make a Great Party Music Mix 



 

Making a party mix of music for your next social event is one of the most fun parts of 

planning the event. Read the steps below for good advice and ideas on how to make your 

next mix truly great. 

Basic Strategy 

Start with numbers. Think in terms of demographics: how many people did you invite, and 

how many do you expect to show up? Is anyone bringing a friend? Will there be drop-ins? 

What's the age and general situation of your guests? 16-year-old suburban teenagers aren't 

going to like the same music as 30something professionals. Also, think about how long you 

want the party to last. A three-hour mix and a six-hour mix call for different strategies. 

Learn what makes good party music. Generally speaking, good party music is upbeat and 

doesn't require a lot of attention to appreciate. Songs with difficult or complex structures, 

and songs that shift from very loud to very quiet and back, should be avoided. Sad and 

depressing songs, no matter how well-liked they might be, don't have a place in a party mix 

(except possibly at the end, but more on that later). 

Gather music. If your music collection is all or mostly digital, collect any extra albums or 

songs you think you might want to use. If you're working with a physical collection, gather it 

all in one room. Either way, go through everything you have. Listen to bits of albums and 

songs, and write down anything that seems like it might make good party music, even if you 

aren't sure. The goal is to have a nice wide base of songs to work with. 



Set a balance. Most audiophiles have a deep-seated urge to share their new discoveries and 

lesser-known music with friends, and a party mix is certainly an acceptable place to 

introduce relatively obscure acts to the people you know. However, the cardinal rule of 

making a great party mix is to lean more towards songs people will recognize. People just 

enjoy party music more when they already know how most of the songs go. Remember, 

being a good host is about making your guests happy, not satisfying your ego. 

Decide on a digital method. If you're working with all digital music, you have two basic 

choices: shuffle, or no shuffle. A playlist set to shuffle can be more fun for you, since you 

won't know which song is coming next, but it requires a more careful balance to prevent 

songs from the same artist playing back-to-back. On the other hand, not shuffling a playlist 

allows you to set moods for different parts of the night (which would require a separate 

playlist for each mood if you shuffle). 

Decide on a physical method. If you're using burnable CDs instead, the options are slightly 

different. Physical media users will have to set songs in a specific order, but can shuffle CDs 

individually. Combined with only around 80 minutes of audio will fit on one CD-R disc, this 

means you can combine both methods and play the discs in a set order but with shuffled 

tracks. You can also simply follow a set order for each disc and song, or (if you have a multi-

tray CD player) load up a few discs and shuffle between them. 

Think about the flow of the party. Most party mixes go one of two ways: loud and fun from 

start to finish, or spaced out along a set trajectory. Either method is fine, but if you're not 

going to shuffle, it's best to go with the second option. Generally speaking, you can set the 

first half hour or so to be a bit quieter and slower, and plan for a similar break a few hours 

into the mix. The music should still be fun to listen to, but it can ramp up to a higher energy 

level slowly. 

Make a closing list. No matter which method you choose to pursue, plan to have an hour or 

so of slow, relaxing music set aside (in a different playlist or on a separate disc). You can put 

this music on when you're done hosting the party for the night, to encourage people to wrap 

up and head home. Pink Floyd's Dark Side of the Moon was once a very popular choice for 

ending the party; other viable options include artists such as DJ Krush, Belle and Sebastian, 

or the Replacements. Pick music with waning energy and a quieter sound. 

Put your music together. Listen to the beginning of each song in order and be sure you're 

happy with it. (If you're shuffling, do this anyway to be sure all the songs work well 

together.) Once you're satisfied, save the mix (digital) or burn it to discs (manual) and you're 

all set. 

Play your mix. There's an art to knowing when to start playing. You can start the music as 

soon as the first guest arrives, but if you wait for a half hour and start when a few more 

people show up, you'll get a better effect. The starting time ultimately depends on the type 



of party you're having, and how many friends you expect to show up. Some variations and 

specific situations are covered in detail below. 

Alternatives and Special Situations 

 

Host a dinner party with class. If the party you're throwing is a small dinner party for 4-12 

people, there's no need to make a huge mix, and certainly no call for danceable music. 

Instead, help everyone relax and feel elegant by putting on some classic jazz. Not just any 

jazz album will do; look for famous performers, and lean towards variations on songs rather 

than original compositions (though these are also fine in moderation). You should only need 

a few albums' worth of music, at most. 

Make your mix interactive. This works best with a collection of CDs or LPs, but can be 

approximated with a digital music player. Before the party, set aside every album that's not 

suitable for the party, leaving only good party albums out in the main area. Put one on as 

guests begin to arrive, and leave the albums prominently displayed so that people can look 

through them. Offer to let people play albums, a few songs (or one side) at a time, one pick 

per person. Your guests will have another activity to play around with, and you can rest 

assured that only the chosen albums will be played. 

Create a themed mix. Themed mixes aren't only useful at theme parties; they're also a great 

way to show off a collection that has some depth, and can provide some additional structure 

to a more public event (like a neighborhood block party). Simply look at your collection and 

make mixes of your favorite songs from genres you collect or have a special interest in. You 

can even make more tightly themed mixes for specific parties, such as a maritime theme or a 

desert theme. People love it when the music matches up to the theme of the evening. 

 



Conclusion 

Preparing your home for a party in Sydney is about more than just tidying up—it's about 

creating an environment where your guests feel welcomed and at ease. By focusing on 

cleaning, decorating, and organizing your space, you can ensure a seamless flow of activities 

and an enjoyable atmosphere. Thoughtful details, such as mood lighting, music, and a well-

planned setup, can elevate your event and leave a lasting impression. With careful 

preparation and a touch of creativity, you can host a memorable party that reflects your 

style and hospitality. Remember, the most important aspect is to relax and enjoy the 

occasion with your guests. 
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