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ABSTRACT 

This guide offers practical and modern strategies to help homeowners protect, clean, 

and maintain all types of furniture. From everyday upkeep to long-term preservation, it 

covers simple methods, smart product choices and preventive care tips that enhance 

durability, appearance and overall home comfort. Designed for busy households, it 

provides easy-to-follow advice to extend the life of wooden, upholstered, metal and 

outdoor furniture. 

INTRODUCTION 

Furniture is an essential part of every modern home, adding comfort, style and 

functionality to daily living. However, constant use, environmental factors and improper 

care can cause wear and damage over time. “The Complete Furniture Care Guide for 

Modern Homes” aims to simplify maintenance by offering clear, practical insights 

suitable for today’s lifestyles. Whether you own premium wooden pieces, delicate 

fabrics or durable outdoor sets, this guide helps you understand cleaning routines, 

protection techniques and maintenance habits that keep your furniture looking new for 

years. 

I. Classic Furniture Pieces That Will Never 

Go Out of Style 

Some things just never go out of style. From canopy beds with royal beginnings to 

Chesterfield sofas which perpetually stand as a symbol of luxury and sophistication, 

these eight furniture pieces have and will continue to hold a piece of history when it 

comes to a home's design. Take a look at our prevailing list below, and know that you'll 

outlast the trends if you incorporate these fundamental pieces into your decor. 



 

1) Chesterfield Sofa 

It's hard to miss a Chesterfield when you see one. With its buttoning, low back and high 

arm design, this classic sofa can be found everywhere from stately homes to luxury 

hotel lobbies. The term Chesterfield came to fruition in the 1800s, but its story could 

stretch back one hundred years earlier. It is often said to be named after Lord Philip 

Stanhope, the fourth Earl of Chesterfield, who wanted a piece of furniture that men 

could sit on without creasing their suits — an origin story that closely aligns with the 

sofa's association with high-class and fashionability. 



 

2)  Wingback Chairs 

Wingback Chairs, also known as "wing" chairs, were originally created more for function 

than for style. The original designs were made to be positioned next to the fireplace, 

where the wings would envelop the heat from the fire around you and prevent drafts. 

Today, wing chairs persist for more stylistic reasons, with the designs of the wings 

diverging from the standard forms and ranging in shape and size. 



 

3) Windsor Chair 

The Windsor Chair is another piece of furniture with English origins, yet this classic 

wooden chair has been a staple in home design for centuries in America as well. A 

curved frame and the chair's slim spindles are its most recognizable features. The 

Windsor design has been perfected, both in its silhouette and frame for comfort, and 

today you can find an array of interpretations. 



 

4) Leather Club Chair 

Made in France, the club chair was first known as the fauteuil confortable, or 

comfortable armchair. Early designs were typically covered in leather, and the name 

most likely references gentlemen's clubs where men could enjoy a cigar and a drink, 

and relax into the comfortable design. While club chairs are commonly seen in a variety 

of upholstery and fabrics nowadays, the leather club chair will always be a tried and true 

staple of luxury and sophistication. 



 

5) Canopy Beds 

With four posters and a frame across the top, canopy beds can have an imposing effect 

on a bedroom, immediately drawing the eye. Even by just looking at them, one can tell 

that a canopy bed is the "bed for kings." While in history, canopy beds quite literally 

included a canopy of ornate drapes and fabrics to enclose the bed, modern renditions of 

the design include bare frames. Even still, whether traditional or contemporary, canopy 

beds are luxurious and romantic — and for those reasons will never go out of style. 



 

6) Louis XVI Chairs 

Emerging out of the reign of Louis XVI in France in the late 1700s, Louis XVI furniture is 

marked by neoclassicism and extreme elegance. The style was perpetuated and made 

famous by his, wife Marie Antoinette. One of the most popular pieces to come from 

the style are the chairs, marked by simplicity and refinement. These chairs transcend 

contemporary design culture and still stand as a symbol of opulence in parlors, foyers or 

formal rooms. Also, let's face it: odes to royalty, especially in art and design, will never 

go out of style. 



 

7) Upholstered Headboards 

Headboards have been around since the Egyptians, where they were elaborate and 

adorned with gold and decoration, and then the Romans and Greeks followed suit with 

headboard designs for more practical reasons. But it wasn't until the 18th century when 

the headboard adopted a comfortable approach by Victorians who began using padded 

versions. Upholstered headboards continue to be used for both stylish and practical 

reasons; a comfortable way to sit up and relax in bed, and a design touch that can bring 

a lot of impact into a room. 



 

8) Barcelona Chairs 

Significantly more contemporary than the other furniture on this list, the Barcelona Chair 

was designed in the 1920s, but redesigned with stainless steel in 1950. Influenced by 

Roman folding chairs, the sleek piece stands as a symbol of modernity. It's safe to 



ascertain that this chair promises to withstand the trajectory of modern design, with its 

sheer simplicity and impeccable details, as it shares fundamental principles of the 

modern-contemporary design movements. 

II. 8 Best Upholstery Cleaners, According 

to Our Lab Tests 

 

We've been independently researching and testing products for over 120 years. If you 

buy through our links, we may earn a commission. Learn more about our review 

process. 

Soft upholstery can be a magnet for unavoidable household stains and odors, from food 

and drink spills to cooking odors and dirt tracked in by family members. Upholstered 



furniture gets more wear and tear than you may realize, which is why sometimes you 

need more than regular vacuuming. A good upholstery cleaner refreshes and 

restores your couch, dining room chairs, carpet or even the seats in your car so 

they look their best. 

 

Bissell Little Green Multi-Purpose Portable Carpet and Upholstery 

Cleaner 

Best for Outdoor Furniture 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0016HF5GK?linkCode=ogi&tag=goodhousekeeping_auto-append-20&ascsubtag=[artid|10055.g.31104677[src|www.google.com[ch|[lt|psv[pid|c8ff1f7d-a968-49d0-a5a4-d92206c15448[axid|911234af-326c-48e2-a916-371234c26a1c


 

PROS 

 Works quickly to remove stains 

 Easy to carry and store 

 Compact nozzle can reach tight crevices 

CONS 

 Somewhat loud 

2. Best for Outdoor Furniture 
 

Pros 

 Easily removes oily stains 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B06XNSBSXB?linkCode=ogi&tag=goodhousekeeping_auto-append-20&ascsubtag=[artid|10055.g.31104677[src|www.google.com[ch|[lt|psv[pid|52a4d535-de31-43a5-8c90-1eeb67392542[axid|3efa5769-e2a6-4a8e-8e89-363c8c39cec2


 Vacuums or brushes away once dry 

 Versatile 

Cons 

 May need more than one application 

 

3. Best Spray 

Pros 

 Contains Oxy ingredients to lighten stains 

 Works quickly 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B06XNSBSXB?linkCode=ogi&tag=goodhousekeeping_auto-append-20&ascsubtag=[artid|10055.g.31104677[src|www.google.com[ch|[lt|[pid|52a4d535-de31-43a5-8c90-1eeb67392542[axid|b4d32811-f16b-4d2c-97ad-45cfa2d06ecd


 EPA Safer Choice certified 

Cons 

 Not for silk, velvet, vinyl or leather upholstery 

4. Best Plant-Based 
 

Pros 

 Removed old, stubborn stains in our tests 

 Contains plant-based cleaning ingredients 

 Pleasant scent 

Cons 

 Needs 10 minutes to work 

 

 



 

5. Best For Pet Stains 
 

PROS 

 Contains enzymes to tackle bacteria and odors 

 Works on carpets, upholstery, mattresses and more 

 Removes pet, food and other stains 

CONS 

 For best results, it needs time to work 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B005MZLMGE?linkCode=ogi&tag=goodhousekeeping_auto-append-20&ascsubtag=[artid|10055.g.31104677[src|www.google.com[ch|[lt|[pid|c59b77ae-a442-477c-9234-4ad02f0a22f3[axid|1cc16e31-5f52-40a4-bf09-05ff8490e1ff


 

We also check for any fabric damage the cleaners may cause and how easy the 

cleaners are to use and rinse away. We then assess how clear the directions are and 

check for any safety or cautionary warnings that must be on the product's label. 

For upholstery cleaning machines, we evaluate them as we do any appliance by 

following the owner's manual and testing all the attachments and included cleaning 

formulas to assess performance, ease of use, run time, capacity and how easy they are 

to maintain and store. 

III. How to Clean Your Home Furnishings 

Sometimes we get so caught up in cleaning "the bones" of our home -- such as the 

floors, windows, and fixtures -- we forget about all the dust and dirt accumulating on 

what's actually in our home: the furnishings. 



We'll start small in the next section, with cleaning suggestions for your CDs and books. 

Cleaning Books and Compact Discs 

Books and CDs rarely require heavy cleaning, but they appreciate a dusting now and 

then. And dusting is only part of the battle. Here are some pointers for keeping your 

books and CDs in good condition: 

 If you arrange books at the front of shelves, air will be able to circulate around 

the books to prevent mustiness. 

 Protect books from direct sunlight, which will fade the bindings and cause them 

to deteriorate. 

 Leather-bound books should be treated periodically with a light oil so that the 

leather won't crack. 

 To remove grease stains from books, rub the affected areas with soft white bread 

crumbs. 

 Dry out the moisture in a damp book by sprinkling the pages with cornstarch. Let 

it sit overnight, then brush the cornstarch out. 

 Avoid exposing compact discs to direct sunlight or extreme heat. 

 To clean grease or oil spots from a CD, use a soft cloth dipped in ethyl alcohol, 

then wipe dry. Always wipe from the center of the disc outward. 

 Dust, dirt, or fingerprints can cause CDs to skip. Blow lightly on the disc to 

remove any dust, then wipe lightly with a soft cloth to clean. 

Cleaning Lamp Shades 

Lamp shades are made of many different materials; some are washable and some are 

not. Keep all the care information from the manufacturer so you know the proper 

cleaning procedure. 



 

To wash a lamp shade, fill a bathtub or a large laundry sink with a warm-water solution 

containing liquid dishwashing detergent. Dip the shade in and out of the solution, 

making sure that the shade is completely covered, and then rinse it in lukewarm water, 

following the same dipping procedure. Rinse until the water is clear. Take the shade 

outside and swing it vigorously in a circle to get rid of excess moisture, and then dry it 

quickly in the sun or with an electric fan or hair dryer. 

Also consider these suggestions for cleaning lamp shades: 

 Vacuum lamp shades regularly with the brush attachment. 

 Dry-clean shades that are glued to their frames. Remove spots from 

nonwashable fabric shades with a spot remover. 

 Wash silk, nylon, and rayon shades only if they are sewn to the frame. 

 Plastic and fiberglass shades only need to be wiped occasionally with a cloth to 

remove soil. 

Cleaning Metals 



It's time to pull out your best silver for the holidays, and -- surprise, surprise -- it's 

tarnished! In this section, we'll tell you how to best remove tarnish, as well as how to 

clean other metals, including brass and pewter. 

Brass 

 Strip cracked and peeling lacquer from coated brass objects with a solution of 1 

cup baking soda in 2 gallons boiling water. Let the article stand in the water until 

it cools, then peel off the lacquer. 

 To clean brass, make a paste from 1 tablespoon salt, 1 tablespoon flour, and 1 

tablespoon vinegar. Apply the paste with a soft cloth and rub. You may also dip a 

cut lemon in salt and rub it on the brass. Wash the object in warm soapy water, 

and buff to bring up the shine. 

Copper 

 Make a paste of 1 tablespoon salt, 1 tablespoon flour, and 1 tablespoon vinegar. 

Rub it over the copper surface, then wash the copper object in hot soapy water. 

Rinse and buff for a shiny finish. 

 Mix 2 tablespoons vinegar and 1 tablespoon salt to make a copper cleaner. 

Wash, rinse, and dry the item after this treatment. A cut lemon dipped in salt will 

also clean copper. 

Gold 

Here's an excellent way to clean gold: Mix 1 teaspoon of ash with enough water to form 

a paste. Rub the paste on the surface of the gold with a soft cloth, rinse, and buff with a 

chamois. Baking soda can be substituted for ash. 

Pewter 

 Pewter can be cleaned with the outer leaves from a head of cabbage. Rub a leaf 

over the surface, and then buff it with a soft cloth. 

 Since pewter stains easily, wash pewter food containers and flatware 

immediately after use. Acidic foods, salt, and salad dressing are likely to blacken 

pewter. 

Silver 



 Place tarnished silver in a glass dish, add a piece of aluminum foil, and cover 

with 1 quart of hot water mixed with 1 tablespoon baking soda. A reaction 

between the foil and the silver will remove any tarnish. Don't use this process on 

raised designs; you will lose the dark accents of the pattern. 

 Make a paste of 3 parts baking soda to 1 part water. Using a soft cloth, rub the 

paste gently on the silver. Tarnish will disappear rapidly. After rinsing, buff the 

silver with a soft cloth. 

 Make a paste by mixing powdered white chalk with just enough ammonia to 

moisten. Rub the paste gently on the silver with a soft cloth. Rinse and buff to 

bring up the shine. 

Cleaning Pianos 

A piano should be treated with respect and care. Have it tuned by a licensed piano 

tuner approximately four times the first year for a new piano, semiannually for an older 

model, and whenever the piano is moved from one location to another. In addition to 

making sure your piano continues to sound good, you want it to look good. Here are 

some steps to take to ensure its lasting beauty: 

 

 Dust the piano case regularly with a soft cloth. 

 Use a nonsilicone furniture polish or wax on the case of a piano that has a 

varnish or lacquer finish. 

 A piano that has a high-gloss polyester epoxy finish can be cleaned with a cloth 

and buffed; it should never be waxed or rubbed with furniture polish. 

 Remove stubborn stains from ivory or plastic keys with a cloth dipped in baking 

soda, being careful not to let the soda fall between the keys. Wipe the keys with 

another cloth and buff. 



Cleaning Decorative Objects 

 

Candlesticks 

One problem common to all candlesticks is dripped wax. Remove a hardened wax drip 

by gently pushing it off the candlestick with the balls of your fingers or by using a 

fingernail that has been covered with a thin cloth to prevent scratching the surface. If the 

wax resists these methods, dip the candlestick in warm water to soften the wax for 

removal, or if the candlestick cannot be immersed, the wax can be softened with warm 

air from a hair dryer. 

Silver candlesticks that have wax dripped on them can be cleaned unharmed if you put 

them in the freezer first. After the wax freezes, it will peel off easily. 

Chandeliers 

A chandelier can be cleaned without taking it down. Vacuum chandeliers thoroughly on 

a regular basis and before cleaning. In a drinking glass, mix a solution of 1/4 cup 

denatured alcohol and 3/4 cup water. Cover the floor or table under the chandelier with 

newspaper or plastic, and set up a ladder so that you can reach the pendants. 

Submerge the crystals in the glass for a few seconds, swishing them back and forth, 

and then let them air-dry. 

Fabric Flowers 



Delicate fabric blossoms collect dust and eventually look dingy unless you clean them 

regularly. Read and follow the manufacturer's instructions for the care of fabric flowers; 

some are washable, but many are not. Here are some basic guidelines: 

 Remove dust with a vacuum cleaner set at low suction. 

 Wipe silk flowers with a sponge; don't wash them. 

 Dip washable flowers into a mild solution of dishwashing detergent only when 

other methods have failed. Hang the flowers by the stems to dry, or use a hair 

dryer. 

 Perk up slightly wilted flowers with steam from a tea kettle or an iron. 

 Some sturdy fabric flowers may be freshened when shaken in a paper bag with 

dry cut oats, cornmeal, or salt. 

Paintings 

Paintings -- whether oil, acrylic, or watercolor -- require a minimum amount of care. If 

the painting becomes damaged, it should not be repaired or cleaned at home. 

Otherwise, you can clean paintings at home, using the following advice: 

 Vacuum the painting, frame, and glass regularly using the brush attachment. © 

2006 Publications International, Ltd.Use your vacuum's brush attachment to 

clean paintings. 

 When you clean the glass over a painting, do not allow any moisture to get 

behind the glass. 

 Do not spray furniture polish directly on picture frames. Spray it on a cloth and 

then carefully apply the polish to the frame only. 

 To make a tarnished gilt frame gleam again, wipe it with a rag dampened with 

turpentine. 

Alabaster 

Alabaster looks like marble and is made into vases, statues, lamp bases, and other 

ornamental objects. It is fine grained but soft enough to be scratched with a fingernail. 

Alabaster is easily broken, soiled, and weathered and must be handled with care. 

 Dust alabaster frequently with a soft untreated cloth. 

 Caution: Work in a well-ventilated area to avoid breathing fumes from these 

products. 

 Clean alabaster with borax; it is mild enough not to scratch the surface. Dip a 

moistened cloth into a small amount of dry borax, and rub it on the object. Rinse 



with warm water, and buff-dry with a soft cloth. You can also use this method to 

clean marble. 

Bone and Ivory 

Many useful and decorative objects are made of bone, including sword and knife 

handles and miniature carvings. Like ivory, it is an animal product and must be treated 

with special care. Ivory, an animal dentine, is used for ornamental objects and piano 

keys. Most "ivory" objects manufactured today are synthetic, because most countries 

ban the importation of ivory to protect endangered elephants. To clean bone and real 

ivory: 

 Dust frequently with a soft cloth or the brush attachment of your vacuum cleaner. 

 Occasionally wash bone and ivory objects in mild soapsuds; rinse and buff. 

 Do not allow bone or ivory pieces that are cemented together to soak in water; 

the adhesive will loosen. 

 Never wash knives with bone or ivory handles in the dishwasher. 

 Keep ivory objects where light will reach them; continual darkness causes ivory 

to yellow. 

 When ivory begins to yellow, treat it with a lemon and salt mixture. Cut a lemon in 

half, dip it in salt, and rub it over the ivory surface. Let it dry, wipe the object with 

a cloth, and buff for a bright finish. 

Jade 

Jade is a beautiful stone that is used to make lamp bases, vases, carved ornaments, 

and jewelry. The color of jade ranges from white to dark green with occasional tints of 

brown, mauve, blue, yellow, red, gray, or black. Because jade is hard and not porous, 

very little care is required. Dust it regularly, and buff it with a soft cloth when it begins to 

look dull. 

Marble 

Marble is a beautiful polished form of limestone that is used for tabletops, floors, 

countertops, walls, steps, fireplace facings, and statuary. It comes in a variety of colors 

and has either a shiny or a matte finish. Marble used for floors, tabletops, countertops, 

and steps should be sealed with a special stone sealer to reduce its porosity. 

 Protect marble tabletops with coasters, and wipe up acidic food spills 

immediately to prevent permanent surface etching. 



 Wipe marble surfaces with a sponge to remove light soil. Do not use an abrasive 

or caustic cleaner on marble. Do not use oil polish or soft wax, because they will 

discolor the marble. 

 Commercial polishes, some of which are flammable, are available for cleaning 

marble. Read and follow the manufacturer's directions. 

Porcelain 

Porcelain and other types of clay are fashioned into many kinds of art objects, including 

vases, lamp bases, candlesticks, and statuary. 

 Dust porcelain regularly with the brush attachment of your vacuum cleaner or a 

clean, soft cloth. 

 If a porcelain object becomes dirty, wash it in mild soapsuds, using warm water. 

IV. How to Clean Wood Furniture the Right 

Way 

Good quality wood furniture is durable, lasts long, and is easy to care for, but it needs to 

be adequately cleaned to maintain its good looks. Despite its soft appearance, dust is 

abrasive and can harbor microscopic dust mites or spider-like insects.1 Gently dust to 

avoid scratching the surface of wood furniture. 

 



Dusting can take a few minutes or much more, depending on the number of wood 

surfaces you have. Here's how to clean wood furniture routinely and for a deeper clean. 

Instructions 

Routine Cleaning of Wood Furniture 

Dust every few days or at least weekly to keep dust buildup to a minimum. Dusting will 

remove the tiny particles that can scratch the surface. Use your favorite furniture polish 

or make your own once a month to bring a shine and buff out minor scratches or nicks. 

I. Clean Away Spills 

Clean food and drink spills away immediately. Pooling liquid can cause wood to 

darken, warp, or dull the finish. 

o Use a paper towel or soft cloth to avoid liquid spills and condensation from drinks 

immediately. 

o Dip a cloth in plain water for sticky messes and wring until slightly damp. 

o Wipe away the mess and immediately use a dry microfiber cloth to buff the wood 

back to a shine. 

II. Dust Regularly 

o Use a microfiber cloth, feather duster, or electrostatic duster like Swiffer to 

remove dust. 

o If you are sensitive to dust, wear a dust mask or dust with a damp cloth instead 

of a duster. 

o After dusting, use a soft cotton cloth to buff the surfaces, remove smudges, and 

create shine. Don't forget the furniture's legs, arms, and smaller wood supports. 

III. Remove Heavy Grime 

o If the wood has been stored or neglected, mix one teaspoon of dish soap solution 

with two quarts of water in a bucket or container. 

o Dip a sponge or soft cloth into the solution and wring until slightly damp. 

Deep Cleaning of Wood Furniture 



Too much polish or wax can leave the surface of wood furniture looking dull, cloudy, or 

dark. Depending on how often you polish the furniture, it will eventually need a deeper 

cleaning. Two methods work. Start with the gentler method of using a tea solution, and 

if that doesn't work, progress to a more potent method with mineral spirits. 

 Eliminate Buildup With Black Tea Solution 

o Brew two black tea bags in two cups of hot water. Allow it to cool. 

o Dip a soft cloth, cotton balls, or cotton swabs in the solution and wring until 

damp. Gently wipe it on the furniture, starting from the top and working toward 

the wood grain. 

o Rinse the cloth in plain water to remove the grime. Wring and rewet with the tea 

solution, wring, and continue wiping. 

o Finish by drying each cleaned section with a soft cloth and buffing it to a shine. 

 Try Stronger Mineral Spirit Method 

Mineral spirits are petroleum distillates that thin oil-based paints and clean stains 

and varnishes to remove waxy build-up. Always wear protective gloves and gear 

when using the product and work in a well-ventilated space. 

o Place a small amount of mineral spirits on an old rag and wipe the furniture, 

following the wood grain. 

o Move to a clean rag area as the grime transfers to the cloth. 

o Finish by buffing the wood with a soft, dry cloth. 

Tips to Keep Wood Furniture Clean Longer 



 

Most furniture has factory-applied varnish, polyurethane, or shellac to protect its wood 

surface. However, additional wax or polish can protect the manufacturer's original finish 

and help reduce surface scratches. Furniture polish gives wooden furniture luster but 

doesn't last as long as wax. 

 Paste furniture wax gives wooden pieces a hard finish and long-lasting protection. Wax 

doesn't smear and is more durable than sprays or polishes. Paste wax finishes can last 

up to two years. 

 Liquid wax is easier to apply but leaves a thinner coating and needs more frequent 

application than paste wax. 

 Liquid furniture polishes, such as oil polish or emulsion cleaners, won't damage wood 

finishes and leave a lovely sheen, but they vanish shortly after the liquid dries. 

 Some aerosol furniture polishes are easy to spray and apply, but they have a downside: 

They contain silicone oil and other solvents that can eat through varnish. 

Removing Different Stains on Wood Furniture 

Even if furniture joints start to loosen or scratches have overtaken a piece, it's 

considerably cheaper to repair than replace. And, it's significantly better for the 

environment to reuse or upcycle than discard. 



 Water Rings 

Water rings or marks left by wet glasses and cups are common problems on 

wood tables or surfaces. If possible, treat them as soon as possible. 

Before refinishing the entire piece, try one of these two methods: 

o Rub some olive oil or mayonnaise into the whitened area of the wood. Allow it to 

sit for one hour, then buff it with a soft, dry cloth. 

o Place non-gel toothpaste on a soft cloth and rub the water ring until it disappears. 

Wipe away the toothpaste residue with a damp cloth, then buff. 

 Ink Marks 

o Dip a soft, damp cloth in dry baking soda and rub the stained area gently until the 

stain disappears. 

o Wipe away any baking soda residue with a clean, wet cloth, then dry with a soft 

cloth. 

o If the baking soda dulls the finish, use wood polish to bring back the shine. 

 Stickers or Glue Residue 

o Use the edge of a credit card or plastic scraper to loosen as much of the sticky 

residue as possible. 

o Rub a dab of olive or mineral oil on a soft cloth across the stained area. As the 

residue is transferred, move to a clean cloth area and reapply more oil if needed. 

o Finish by using some wood polish to even out the shine on the entire wood 

surface. 

When to Call a Professional 

If you suspect your wood furniture is antique or collectible, have the item evaluated by a 

professional appraiser before you polish or deep clean the wood. A qualified appraisal 

can cost between $25 and $300 an hour, depending on the region and the item needing 

assessment. 

Since new furniture can cost thousands of dollars, furniture repair or refurbishment can 

be pricey but is much more affordable to repair. Furniture woodworkers charge about 

$30 per hour. Depending on the amount of work needed and the size of the piece, the 

average cost is $150 to $300 to fix a smaller piece of furniture. 



V. How To Clean A Faux Leather Couch Like 

A Pro? 

Faux leather couches and other furniture pieces add a stylish, modern and elegant 

touch to any home décor. They perfectly mimic real leather without an expensive price 

tag. These leather materials are easier to clean and maintain. It comes in a varied range 

of styles and colours to match the vibe of your abode. The best part is that they are 

made from a fabric base coated with plastic polymers, making them a cruelty-free and 

sustainable home décor option. 

 

However, like any other leather sofa, they also need regular cleaning and care to 

maintain their lustre and beauty for years. The right cleaning method can keep dust, dirt, 

grime and stubborn stains at bay. Here is a complete guide on cleaning a faux 

leather couch like a pro. It comprises of eco friendly cleaning products that are safer 

to use around kids and pets. 

1. Safe Cleaning Guide: Important Things to Remember 

Do you have to clean faux leather couch like a seasoned end of lease cleaning Sydney 

professionals? Follow these instructions to prevent damage, discolouration and hefty 

repair costs: 



Check the Care Label: 

It helps you determine the most appropriate cleaning methods to maintain the material. 

Check the cleaning codes before applying any product. The codes are “W” for water 

based cleaners, “S” for solvent based cleaners, “WS” for water and solvent based 

cleaners, and “X” for vacuuming. Also, check the warnings, such as avoid using heat, 

harsh chemicals, bleach and abrasive tools. 

Do a Patch Test: 

Ensure you test a cleaning product on a small and inconspicuous area to check for any 

adverse impact or damage to the materials. 

Do Not Use Scrubbers: 

Avoid using harsh scrubbing tools like brushes, as they can cause damage to the faux 

leather. You can stock up on necessary tools, including sponges and microfiber cloth 

for routine house cleaning sessions. 

Act on Spills Proactively: 

Don’t wait for the spill to penetrate and settle on the faux material. Instead, wipe down 

immediately using a microfiber cloth. You can also hire professionals for upholstery 

cleaning to keep your expensive furniture intact for years. 

2. Regular Vacuuming To Prevent Dust Buildup 

Start with dusting and vacuuming your beautiful faux leather couch. This is one of the 

best ways to remove accumulated dust, dirt, pet dander and other allergens. However, 

carefully choose the brush attachment. Instead of using an abrasive brush, use a soft 

bristled one that can effectively trap dirt and grime. You can also use the crevice 

attachment to clean crannies. Be careful when working with a vacuum because ruthless 

bursts may scratch the material. 

Tip: Wipe down your couch using a dampened microfiber cloth. 

3. Baking Soda to Clean PVC or Vinyl Faux Leather 

Vinyl or PVC faux leather is smooth and sleek, often used in couches and armchairs. To 

clean it, sprinkle baking soda onto a cloth and gently rub it into the surface. Leave it for 

a few minutes before rinsing. Use a damp cloth to remove white residue. Baking soda is 



a versatile cleaning agent that can banish grease, grime and bad odours without 

causing any damage to the surface. Ensure you use it properly and remove the residue 

for effective results. 

 

4. Use Castile Soap For Routine Cleaning 

While there are hundreds of store bought cleaning products available, expert end of 

lease cleaning Sydney experts recommend using a mild soap solution for routine 

cleaning. You can use castile soap, plant based solution, with water to clean mild stains 

and spills. This is a gentle solution that won’t cause any damage to the surface. Pour it 

into a spray bottle, apply, wipe and achieve spotless results. You can also clean other 

items, such as jackets, bags, etc, made of faux leather. 

5. Isopropyl Alcohol To Dislodge Stubborn Stains 

Tackling marker, adhesive residue, and ink stains from chic faux leather furniture 

doesn’t have to be challenging. You can use isopropyl alcohol to spot clean your couch. 

Dampen a cotton ball or cloth in the solution and gently scrub the leather surface in 

circular motion. Do it gently or blot the surface until the stain removes completely. Next, 



clean the area with a clean cloth and dry it again. Do not leave stains longer on the 

surface as it becomes difficult to remove. 

6. White Vinegar Can Do Wonders 

There is a misconception about using white vinegar on faux leather. Of course, you can 

use it, but mix water and mild soap to reduce the acidic property. Mix one part of 

vinegar with eight parts of water and spray on the affected area before blotting. You can 

use soft bristled brush or sponge for scrubbing. Next, rinse and wipe with a clean cloth. 

7. How Often Should You Deep Clean a Faux Leather Couch? 

End of lease cleaning Sydney experts recommend deep cleaning faux leather every 3 

months or before the rental inspection. However, you can wipe and vacuum your 

furniture regularly to prevent dust build up. To tackle mild stains and spills, use a castile 

soap solution and warm water for routine cleaning. This will keep your couch intact for a 

long time. 

 

Maintaining the original shine of a faux leather couch doesn’t have to be tedious. With 

the right cleaning products, methods and care instructions, you can keep them 

gleaming, sleep and clean like a pro. Ensure you use vinegar, baking soda and other 



eco friendly products to prevent the spread of lethal fumes in the house during the 

cleaning session. 

CONCLUSION 

Proper furniture care doesn’t require complex routines, it simply demands consistency 

and the right methods. By following the tips and practices outlined in this guide, 

homeowners can preserve the beauty, strength and value of every piece in their home. 

With thoughtful maintenance and preventive care, modern households can enjoy long-

lasting furniture that continues to elevate comfort and style. 
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